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The Income and Expenditure of All Classes in the Republic of China in the 1920s
and 1930s

Abstract

During the period of the Republic of China, the social structure experienced the transition from the status
hierarchy system to the functional occupation system, which also brought a huge gap between the rich and the poor.
This paper examines the income and expenditure status of various classes in the 1920s and 1930s in detail by
arranging the previous data. The main conclusions can be described from the two aspects of income and expenditure:

In terms of income, the monthly income of high-level officials and businessmen, civil servants above
recommendation, managers, university professors and associate professors is above 200 yuan; the monthly income
of appointed civil servants, provincial middle school teachers, senior staff, university lecturers and teaching assistants
is Between 50-200 yuan; the monthly income of county and private middle school teachers, intermediate staff, some
high-end industry and technical workers is between 30-50 yuan; at the bottom of the society are primary school
teachers, low-level staff and trainees, Ordinary workers, handicraftsmen, coolies, beggars and prostitutes, their
income is generally less than 30 yuan, unable to maintain the most basic needs of survival.

From the perspective of expenditure, the monthly expenditure of senior officials and businessmen, civil servants
above recommendation, managers, senior staff, university professors and associate professors is generally more than
100 yuan, and the Engel coefficient is less than 30%, belonging to the richest group; appointed civil servants, The
monthly expenditure of provincial middle school teachers, university lecturers and teaching assistants is between 70-
100 yuan, the Engel coefficient is between 30-40%, and their living standards belong to the wealthy stage; the
monthly expenditure of middle school teachers, intermediate staff, technical and railway workers The expenditure
level is between 30-70 yuan, and the Engel coefficient is 40%-50%, which belongs to the well-off level; the monthly
expenditure level of primary school teachers and low-level staff is 30-50 yuan, and the Engel coefficient is about 50-
50%. The state of food and clothing; the monthly expenditure level of ordinary workers is generally between 20-30
yuan, and their living conditions are about the level of food and clothing and poverty; while the low-level prostitutes,
coolie workers and beggars are at the bottom of the society, and the monthly expenditure level is generally less than
20 yuan. Yuan, the Engel coefficient is generally greater than 60%, and people live in poverty or even extreme poverty.
The level of the gap between the rich and the poor during the Republic of China is evident.

Keywords: Social structure; Income status; Expenditure status; Living standard
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